EDUCATION, HISTORY                        637

Templars were charged with making this deduction when grounds
for burning them were sought. It was a heresy. If the Christians
had any success, the deduction might be made against the Mos-
lems, but not contrariwise. All nations have treated in this way
the deductions about the approval of the superior powers. If
there are any superior powers which meddle with history, it is
certain that men have never yet found out how their ways and
human ways react on each other, nor any means of interpreting
their ways.

707.  Philosophic faiths and the study of history.   In a simi-
lar manner other philosophic faiths interfere with the study of
history.   The mores impose the faiths on the historian, and the
faiths spoil his work.   " It is not difficult to understand how a
people imbued with the idea that the world is an illusion should
have neglected all historical investigations.   No such thing as
genuine history or biography exists in Sanskrit literature.   His-
torical researches are, to a Hindoo, simple foolishness." 1

708.   Democracy and history.   Democracy is almost equally
indifferent to history, and the dogmas of democracy make history
unimportant.   If "the people" always know what is right and
wise, then we have the supreme oracle always with us and
always up to date.   In the report of a civil-service examination
which got into the newspapers, it was said that one candidate
for a position on the police answered the question, Who was
Abraham Lincoln ? by saying that he was a distinguished general
on the Southern side in the Civil War. Nevertheless, if appointed,
he might have made  an excellent policeman.   His ludicrous
ignorance of American biography proved nothing to the con-
trary.   The question brought into doubt the intelligence of the
examiners.   If all policemen were examined on American history,
it is fair to believe that incredible ignorance and errors would be
displayed.   No amount of study of  American history would
make them better policemen.   The same may be said of the
masses as a whole.   A knowledge of history is a fine accomplish-
ment, but ignorance of it does not hinder the success of men in
their own lines of industry.   They do not, therefore, care about

1 Monier-Williams, Brahmanism and Hinduism, 39.